
EVERYONE STAND 

BEHIND THIS LINE!

1. Keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot!

2. Keep the gun pointed in a safe direction at all times!

You should always assume all guns are loaded, safety-off, and ready to 
fire, even if you know otherwise; consistency in handling will develop good 
habits. And remember: conscientious firearms handling is just as much for 
putting people around you at ease as it is for your own personal safety.

THE TWO MOST IMPORTANT RULES OF FIREARMS SAFETY
WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU TAKE THAT FIRST SHOOTING LESSON...

The excitement can cause lapses in the observation of these rules, especially 
for new shooters. If you’re with a friend, take turns watching for safe direc-
tion and finger position awareness when the gun is handled. You can use a 
light touch on the shooter’s shoulder to signal a safety violation.

Put your index finger high up, 

lightly-pressed on the side of 

the frame, but not touching 

the slide, until you are ready 

to shoot. The trigger guard 

should have no fingers block-

ing it. That way, people know 

you’re being safe!
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Everything in front of the gun 

is considered in the danger 

zone. Make sure that everyone 

is standing behind the gun. Bits 

of hot debris and brass casings 

fly out from the ejection port  

of the gun, which won’t hit the 

shooter but might hit you. 

Avoid sweeping: this  is when 

you accidentally point at your-

self or another person while 

turning your body and not pay-

ing attention. Always keep the 

gun pointed downrange; you 

can imagine that the gun is like 

a spraying garden hose, and 

that you don’t want to splash 

hot lead on yourself or on your 

neighbors as you move.

The slide moves back 

with every shot!  Keep 

hand and fingers clear!

Bullets come out here!

Point downrange always!

Don’t sweep yourself!

Don’t sweep your neighbor!

Never try to catch a falling 

gun; you might shoot your-

self! Let it fall; modern guns 

will not fire when dropped.
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